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President visits Fort Stewart, Hunter
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The FRONTLINE Staff Writer

FORT STEWART, Ga. -- “You led the fighting into Baghdad the day the statue of (Saddam Hussein) was pulled down.”

     A resounding “Hooah!” from the thousands of soldiers gathered on Trent Field early this morning answered these words, spoken by President of the United States George W. Bush.

     Bush visited Fort Stewart and Hunter Army Airfield to welcome home soldiers of the 3rd Infantry Division (Mech.) and to thank their families and community for continuing support.

     “After a long deployment, the Third ID is now home. America is grateful for your devoted service in hard conditions. America is grateful to the men and women right here on this base who supported your mission. And we're especially grateful to our military families,” he said. “I know it has been a tough nine months for Fort Stewart families. But you have been loyal and patient.”

     Bush also presented the Presidential Unit Citation to Maj. Gen. Buford C. Blount III, 3rd Inf. Div., Fort Stewart and Hunter Army Airfield commanding general.

     “You made history,” Bush told the division soldiers. “You made our nation proud. And you deserve the Presidential Unit Citation.”

     The citation is the division’s second. The first was awarded after World War II, for a grueling two-week fight in the winter of 1945.

-MORE-

     Bush said the division has accomplished many great feats since his last visit to Fort Stewart in February, 2001. “Since we last met, soldiers of the Third Infantry Division have fought in Afghanistan, you have hunted terrorists in Pakistan. You've launched the coalition offensive into Iraq.”

     The president also spoke of his resolve to never give up the fight against terrorism, and said America has already made great progress in that fight.

     “Nearly two thirds of al-Qaeda’s known leaders have been captured or killed,” he said. “No matter how long it takes we will bring justice to those who plot against America.

“And we have pursued the war on terror in Iraq,” he added. “Iraq is now a central front in the war on terror. This nation will complete our work and we will win this essential victory.”

     Bush commended the soldiers of 3rd Inf. Div. for their courage while facing hardships in Iraq, and honored those who didn’t return.

     “You know the names of some who fought for our country and didn’t come home; who died in the line of duty. You remember them as comrades and friends,” he said. “This nation will remember them for their unselfish courage, for their sacrifice in a time of danger to America. We honor their memory.

     “This base and all of you serving here are critical to the defense of the United States,” he continued. “Our whole nation has been reminded that we can never take our military for granted. I will keep our military strong.”

     After the ceremony the president accompanied Blount to the Fort Stewart Headquarters building, where he met with the families who lost loved ones in Iraq.

     “America counts on the men and women who have stepped forward as volunteers in the cause of freedom,” Bush said in his closing statement. “Thank you for the credit and honor you bring to our country every day.”
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